92 Vine Lane, Hillingdon, Wddx - 'Phone UYRridge 33062 - 17.4.64

Dear Mr Chapman,

Vany thanke for your letter of the 1l4th, which for some
obscure reason only reached me to-day (Local postie having a go-
glow of his own'!?)

Very interested in your new publiestion. I have felt for
a long time that there 1s a big gap since the daye when magazines
of myvetery storics flooded the » H>kstalls. Here's hoping the
EW. M.M. is a winner?’

I shall be grateful if you can spare a few moments to let
me have a few further detalls. Ie it aimed at any particular .age
group? Is it to belong to the "Sex & Sadism" school (a la Bond,
etc, bottle of the nard ‘tuff in the sleuth's drawer)? How much
feminine intervention? (Must every maw "Blake" have his "Paula"?)
And 1s the main aim Aetion, or are you interested in the Who-done-
i1t?-- problem storv with trick ending?

Tith regard to the 1lsst ocuery, I remember I had an 1lde=
for a serieg thot I put up to the A.P. years ago, which never came
to anything except for one or two "shorts™. The detective was an
immensely fat crim--editor, who seldom left his desk (Rumour nad
1t that if he ever slept it was at the desk), where he 2at 1like
a hugze spilder sending out his team of experts to gather informatlon,
which he fitted together 1ike the bits of a jJigeaw puzzle, and so
produced the =olution-- his men taking 211 the risks etec. In each
story we followed these men on the vz, 1ilous angles, reporting back
to Hilary Brayne, who gave them starting orders, seeming mim to
send them of f on crazy tongents--and in the end =howing how 2ll
fitted together am in the =olution.

Just wondered if thi: character would stand a chance now.
A variety of "private-eye' types would be-involved as his staff,
including (if we are to play up the remiég angle) one or more dzmes.

If you are publishing in July you'll want =tuff 1in fast,
sO0 I'll turn my hand to something simpler as =2 shot for the first
issue, whilec introducing 2 new sleuth in a long-complete c uld

perhaps be worked up.

I am 1n = different situation as regarde time from when
I wrote before. Writing markets became sc scarce that I have
nad to take a job with E.M.I. in the factory. Needs must-- beggars
can't be choosers, etc,etc.-- 7.20 a.m. t0o 5 p.m. 5 davs 2 week.
This m~ans considerably less time for writing, but 1t also means
that I have some ateady lolly coming in to keep the Hardinge head
above water, and so can walt for payment on publication without
panic at the bank. TPrankly I hate the ordeal. I have been a whole-
time writer for so many veara., And just as soon as I can see



a writing programme mapped out that I cez2n count on to bring me 1ln

2 livin- wage for 6 to 12 months ahead, 1 shall go back to the old
typewriter whole-time. That is my blg hope, but there seems to be
s0 little d)ing other than the odd scripting Job (and a few
Romances for Dunde~, etc, seem to be all the pro=pects there).

Even 80 I am inclined to wonder if I am not throwlne away more than
I ¢an hope to g=2in by astarti a new carc<er in a fasctory at my

time of 1ife, 2nd won't take much incentive in the way of wrlting
jobs crorping up to 'hand in me cards'. X4

Here's¥0p1ng to hear from you abous the new venture.

Hope 3ll well with you.

Yours sincerely,

REX HARDINGE h. 2

PS If it would be easier to phone re my aueries, and you care to
do so, any evening after 6 pm I'll be home (allday Sat/Sun).
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92 Vine Lane, Hillingdon, Mddx 27.4.64

Dear Nr Ch-pman,

There 1s a hoodoo on our negotiations
always it would seem. Immediately after your
call I receilved cne from Condda to say my
laughter-in-law was killed in a road accident,

Ay son and the 3 children in hospital. I am

el rushing down forthwith to my wife in TOorquay, tc
get her off to Canada on the first possible
plane.

Conditions naturally chsotic and do not
know how lons various arrangements will take,
SO thought I had better let you know that I
may possibly have to give up any 1dea of doing
a story in time for the first 1ssue, although
I shall get down to it Just as soon as I can,
still hoping to do that cover story. But if you
prefer to put that out to someone else, it
would be safer, as one never quite knows how
long these energencles take to sort out. I may

_ have to hustle round ang lay on family accommo-
Kv/atlon. There is no knowing .

Yours sincerely

Rex Hardinge
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